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Susanna 


Happy Birthday 

Susanna 

Sharon couldn't believe she was actually standing here. Only 25 bands were selected to enter the contest and 
Within Temptation was one of them. She and Robert had created the band only 2 years ago with some friends, 
and still they managed to get into the contest. Music had always been her passion, she had been writing songs 
since she was only 13 together with Tarja The two girls sang together while Tarja played the piano, and even 
after the other girl had disappeared Sharon had kept one of the songs. The song ‘Forgiven’ would always be 
connected with Tarja which made her fight against her tears every time she sang it. 


When they got through the auditions and it was announced that the band was one of the best 25, Sharon had 
actually believed they had a chance at winning. The feeling had disappeared though when they arrived at the 
contest and they saw the other bands. They sounded so much better and their lyrics were so much deeper, 
but Sharon was not willing to give up without fighting. 


She was wearing the dress she had borrowed from a friend while pacing in the backstage. There were only 40 


minutes left until it was their turn but none of them was as nervous as Sharon 


‘tm going to the restroom: Sharon suddenly announced while jumping up again. 

‘Again? You only went 2 minutes ago!" 

The young singer waved the comment of their guitar player away before disappearing into the hallway, 
suddenly covered in silence. The backstage area was almost soundproof, but the beating of her heart was 
clearly audible. She had almost reached the door of the women's restroom when suddenly her wrist was 
grabbed from behind and a hand covered her mouth before was dragged into one of the changing rooms. 

For a few seconds she was convinced it was Robert trying to scare her, but her eyes widened when she was 
pushed against the wall and face the other person. The young woman was smaller than her, and even though 
her hair had a different color, Sharon would recognize those bright green eyes everywhere. Slowly the hand on 
her mouth loosened its grip, but Sharon didn't scream. In silence she watched the other woman before raising 
her hand and carefully touching her cheek. 

‘Tarja... The first sobs sounded after Sharon had wrapped her arms around the other girl, not believing it was 
actually happening until Tarja returned the hug. ‘You're alive! | knew you couldn't be dead! God | missed you so 
much...’ 


‘Tarja is dead: 


Sharon pulled back as the shaking words sounded. Not letting go of her arms, she stared at the green eyes 
that were filled with tears. Tarja swallowed, but didn't look away as her shaking voice went on 


‘Tarja died when | ran away, it's Susanna now: 
‘You ran away? Why didn't you say anything? 


‘| told my brother about it, he said it was a shame for our family, that | was a shame. Running away was the 


easiest way to cut you out of my life: 
Tarja. 

‘Susanna’ The woman corrected her while her first tear fell, but Sharon shook her head. 

‘Why didn't you take me with you? | never stopped loving you... 

‘No, you loved Tarja, and Tarja is dead. You have a boyfriend, just as | do, there is no more "us", Sharon’ 


For a moment they just stared at each other before a sob sounded and they embraced each other again 


Sharon ran her hands over the smaller woman's back and stroke her hair, making sure to remember every 


detail of it. 


‘Can | please be friends with Susanna? | don't want to lose you again: 


The other woman didn't answer her, she just nodded before hiding her face in Sharon's neck and crying just as 


she had done in the first days away from home. 


After almost IO years Sharon was finally able to bury Tarja, but not without Susanna by her side. 


